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April 6, 2015 

 
 

Dear School District Superintendents and High School Principals: 
 

In the next few months, the new statewide system for assessing public school student 
achievement in grades 3–8 and 11 will be fully implemented. The new Washington 
Comprehensive Assessment Program (WCAP) system will have a direct impact on college 
placement opportunities for students that take the Smarter Balanced exams in high school. 
Washington’s public baccalaureate institutions and all 34 community and technical colleges, as 
well as the majority of independent colleges in Washington, have agreed to use 11th grade 
Smarter Balanced assessment scores of level 3 or 4 to place first-year college students who 
have been admitted into credit-bearing college math and English courses. 
 
Our offices have written a letter addressed to 11th grade students encouraging them to do their 
best on the new Smarter Balanced exams and to release their examination results for college 
placement purposes. We are asking for your support to ensure that the letter is distributed to 
each 11th grade student and shared with your college and high school counselors, career 
center directors, and high school English language arts and mathematics teachers. 
 
Students who plan to enroll in college are encouraged to release their results. Student who 
choose to release their results will be required to provide a copy of their Smarter Balanced 
Student Score Report to the specific college or university in order to receive the direct 
placement into college-level coursework. 
 
The agreement applies to the high school graduating classes of 2016 through 2018 and will 
then be renewed or modified, based on the outcomes for students. Achievement levels identify 
a student’s ability to perform college-level work in these subject areas and will provide valuable 
information on skills that can be developed while still enrolled in high school. To learn more 
about college readiness, Common Core State Standards, and Smarter Balanced assessments 
visit http://www.wsac.wa.gov/college-readiness.  
 
Thank you for your continued support of the shared goals of each of our agencies to support 
increased student success and higher levels of educational attainment, build strong 
communities, individuals and families, and achieve greater global competitiveness and 
prosperity for the state and its economy, and to support every student to be ready for careers, 
college, and life. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Randy I. Dorn 
State Superintendent of Public Instruction 
Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction 

Gene Sharratt 
Executive Director 
Washington Student Achievement Council 
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